'Cantigas de Santa Maria,' Hispanic Literature 19. Lewiston, NY: Edwin Mellen,
1993. Chapter 3, "Maternity," examines the roles that Mary played in assisting
childbirth as portrayed in the Cantigas.
Shatsmiller, Joseph. "Femmes Medecins au moyen age: Ternoignages sur leurs pratiques
(1250-1350)," in Histoire et societe. Melanges offerts Ii Georges Duby, vol. 1: Le
couple, l'ami et le prochain. Aix-en-Provence: Publications de l'Universite de
Provence, 1992, pp. 167-75. Discusses the range of women's medical practices.
Shatzmiller, Joseph. Jews, Medicine, and Medieval Society. Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1994. Pp. 108-112 discuss Jewish and Christian women practitioners.
Thomasset, Claude. "Le corps feminin ou le regard empeche," Micrologus: Rivista della
societa per 10 studio del Medio Evo latino I (1993): 99-114. A sampling of views on
women from several medical writers.
Weiss Adamson, Melitta. "A Reevaluation of Saint Hildegard's Physica in Light of the
Latest Manuscript Finds," in Margaret Schleissner, ed., Manuscript Sources of
Medieval Medicine: A Book of Essays, Garland Medieval Casebooks. New York and
London: Garland, 1995, pp. 55-80. Recent discoveries of two complete manuscripts
of the Physica (a book describing the uses of herbs and other medicinal products)
plus several fragmentary copies (two in German translation) significantly expand our
knowledge of the medieval influence of Hildegard's medicine.
Whitaker, Elaine E. "Reading the Paston Letters Medically." English Language Notes
31/1 (1993): 19-27. Surveys references to medicine in letters of Margaret Paston
(15th cent.) and her female relatives.

NEW BOOKS AND SERIES

t
June Hall McCash. The Cultural Patronage ofMedieval Women. Athens: Univ. of
Georgia Press, Spring 1995.
Ruth Evans and Lesley Johnson. Feminist Readings in Middle English Literature: the
Wife of Bath and All Her Sect. London: Routledge, August 1994.
Pegasus Library of Medieval Women: Medieval and Renaissance Texts and Studies is
now the publisher of what was formerly the Focus Library of Medieval Women, under
the general editorship of Jane Chance of Rice University. The series makes available
significant works by and about medieval women, on such topics as theology and
mysticism, medicine and science, history and hagiography, in a variety offorms,
including poetry, visions, autobiography, sermons, treatises, and letters. Each work or
selection is accompanied by an interpretative essay and explanatory notes, as well as
other helpful materials, including often a brief biography and chronology.
A New Series in Gender Studies from Longman:
Longman Higher Education is pleased to announce a new series on the History
List- Women and Men in History. General Editor for the Medieval period is Dr. Trish
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Skinner (affiliated to University College London for the academic year 1994-5). They
seek manuscripts from first-time authors as well as more established ones in three rough
categories:
- books focusing on specific themes, for example: Wives, Widows and Heiresses in
Medieval France or Labour and Gender in Spain or The Rise of Feminism in the West.
- books which focus on the role of women in a key period or region, for example:
Women in Renaissance Italy or Women under the Third Reich.
- books which have their origin in detailed research work (usually Ph.D. theses). The
theses will be developed so that they shed light on significant, wider issues. For
example: Female Prostitution in London 1730-1830 or Marriage and Motherhood in
Carolingian France or The Women of Greenham Common or Sexuality in Victorian
England.
If you are interested in knowing more about the series, or would like to submit a
proposal, please contact: Dr. Patricia Skinner, The Wellcome Institute, 183 Euston Road,
London, NWI 2BE; phone: 0716118561/ 0214276694

BOOKS RECEIVED FORREVIEW

t
Authors: MFN will be happy to announce forthcoming books and to review your newly
published books. Please have your press send us a review copy.
MFN has received the following books for review. Please contact E. Jane Burns if
you would be interested in reviewing any of them:
Christine de Pizano Le Livre du due des vrais amans. Ed. and trans., Thelma S. Fenster,
Binghampton, N.Y.: Medieval and Renaissance Texts and Studies, 1995.
Marilyn Desmond. Reading Dido: Gender, Textuality and the Medieval Aeneid.
Minneapolis: Univ. of Minnesota Press, 1994.
M. Victoria Guerin. The Fall of Kings and Princes: Structure and Destruction in
Arthurian Tragedy. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1995.
The Honeysuckle and the Hazel Tree: Medieval Stories of Men and Women. Translated
with an Introduction by Patricia Terry. Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 1995.
Gayle Margherita. The Romance of Origins: Language and Sexual Difference in Middle
English Literature. Philadelphia: Univ. of Pennsylvania, 1994.
Medieval Masculinities: Regarding Men in the Middle Ages, ed. Clare Lees. Minneapolis: Univ. of Minnesota Press, 1994.
.
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MFN BOOK REVIEW GUIDELINES

t
1. Short notices (2-3 manuscript pages)
Short notices are primarily descriptive. They summarize with some detail a book's
content and approach, and address the kinds of inquiries and disciplines for which the
study will be useful. Short notices avoid long expositions of a book's shortcomings and
arguments with a book's critical method.

2. Review (5-6 manuscript pages)
Reviews are both descriptive and evaluative. The MFN editors find that the most useful
reviews carefully describe a book's material, methods and arguments. Reviews evaluate
the book's critical implications. They may also debate its critical assumptions and
discuss its place in its disciplines(s) and its significance for scholarship.

NEW SUBSCRIBERS

t
MFN is pleased to report that our subscription list continues to grow. Many thanks to all

those who have expressed an interest in the Newsletter. A list of recent subscribers will
appear in MFN 20, Fall 1995.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

t
MFN is published twice a year, fall and spring. In the U.S. subscriptions are $18
($15 for students and independent scholars) and are for two academic years (four issues).
In Canada: $19. In Europe: $22. In the Middle or Far East: $25. Institutions in the U.S.:
$27. Non-U.S. institutions: write for price. Please return the form below to: Regina Psaki,
Dept of Romance Languages, University of Oregon, Eugene, OR 97403. All checks must
be made payable to MFN. Please do not send checks written on foreign banks in U.S.
dollars! Please use an International Money Order.

NAME

_

ADDRESS (to which you want MFN sent)

ACADEMIC AFFILIATION (if not in address)

RESEARCH and/or TEACHING INTEREST

_

_

UNITED KINGDOM SUBSCRIBERS
:j:
Subscribers in the UK may receive their copies of MFN directly from a British
representative: Lesley Johnson, School of English, University of Leeds, Leeds, England.
Subscriptions are £5. Subscribers in other parts of Europe may go through the UK
representative (payment in pounds sterling) or through the United States.
We regret that MFN cannot make up issues missing because of address changes not
reported to us before mailings.
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LIBRARY GIIT SUBSCRIPTIONS

t
I WOULD LIKE TO SEND a subscription of MFN to the following
LIBRARY

_

ATTENTION OF: (librarian)

_

BACKISSUES

t
MFN back issues 6-13 plus bibliography from issues 1-9 are available for $25.00 (U.S.),
$23.00 (Canada), $25.00 (Europe) from Regina Psaki, Department of Romance
Languages, University of Oregon, Eugene, OR 97403. Please return this form with
your order.

NAME

----

ADDRESS

_
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